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Ownership is the legal right to use and enjoy property and to exercise exclusive dominion and control over a particular piece 
of property. | The key elements of ownership are control and the right to enjoy the benefits of the property.” Ownership of real 


estate 1s a broad concept and can apply to one other than the record titleholder.’ While there may be times in which "ownership" 
of land is equated with the possession of legal title, the word has also been used to describe a person who has dominion or 


control over property even though title resides elsewhere.“ 


The plain meaning of "owner" contemplates someone with legal or rightful title to the real estate in question.” The term "owner" 


is one of general application and includes one having an interest other than the full legal and beneficial title.° Moreover, the 
word "owner" is not a technical term and, as such, is not confined to a person who has the absolute right in a chattel, but also 


applies to a person who has possession and control thereof.” 


The owner of property is the one who, in case of its destruction, must sustain the loss of it. Thus, a person is an "owner" of 


property although he or she holds only the equitable title.” 





Practice Tip: 


The term "owner" has no fixed meaning as it applies to real property law, a though a statute may define the term. ll The term "owner" 


usually denotes a fee simple estate, but it may also include one who has the usufruct, control, or occupation of land with a claim of 
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ownership, whether his or her interest be an absolute fee or a lesser estate.'” When used in a remedial statute, the term owner is to 


be construed liberally, but it is to be more strictly construed where the statute is of a penal character, '° 





The state's power to regulate does not constitute ownership, nor does the fact that a state has regulated an object in and of itself 


constitute ownership. i 
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